ANNUAL 


3  :it  :x 


OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


OP  THE 

*  *  Wetft  S)ean  'Mura/  Sbidtrict  *  * 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1900. 


IJfj|lHE  West  Dean  Rural  Sanitary  District  extends  over  an  area  of  21,609  acres,  and  has  a  population,  according 

to  the  census  of  1891,  of  11,697.  In  my  last  Report  I  estimated  the  population  in  the  middle  of  1899  to  bo 
12,447,  and  I  now  estimate  it  up  to  the  middle  of  1900  at  12,550. 

The  total  number  of  births  was  418,  or  17  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  219  were  boys  and  199  were 
girls.  The  birth-rate,  calculated  on  the  estimated  population,  was  33'3  per  1,000. 

In  the  number  of  deaths  registered  there  was  an  increase  of  4,  the  figures  being  196,  as  against  192  in 
1899.  This  gives  a  fractional  rise  in  the  death-rate  from  15-4  to  15*6  per  1,000.  The  rate  would  have  been  lower 
than  it  was  last  year  but  for  the  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  old,  which  has  risen  from  37  to  50, 
and  thereby  brought  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  from  92 ‘26  up  to  119.6  per  1,000  births.  There  were  9  deaths 
from  Zymotic  Diseases,  against  12  in  1899,  namely,  Measles,  3;  Scarlet  Fever,  2;  Diphtheria  and  Membraneous 
Croup,  3  ;  and  Enteric  Fever,  1.  I  have  not  included  4  deaths  from  Influenza,  3  of  aged  persons  65  years  and 
upwards,  and  1  of  a  young  mother  aged  18.  Among  the  remaining  causes  of  death  were  Diarrhoea,  3  ;  Enteritis,  5  ; 
Phthisis,  7  ;  other  Tubercular  Diseases,  7  ;  Malignant  Diseases,  9 ;  Bronchitis,  22  ;  Pneumonia,  5  ;  other  Diseases 
of  Respiratory  Organs,  15;  Heart  Disease,  20;  Accidents,  5,  and  Premature  Birth,  14.  Last  year  Premature 
Births  were  10. 

Throughout  the  year  the  notifiable  sickness  was  much  on  a  level  with  that  of  1899,  the  cases  reported 
under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  being  50,  against  51.  These  were — Diphtheria,  7;  Erysipelas,  2; 
Scarlet  Fever,  37,  and  Enteric  Fever,  4.  The  Diphtheria  cases  were  so  far  apart  from  each  other  in  point  of  place 
and  time  that  in  only  two  cases  was  it  possible  to  trace  the  source  of  infection  with  any  degree  of  certainty.  It  is 
worthy  of  note,  however,  that  the  sanitary  condition  of  all  the  houses  infected  was  defective.  The  Scarlet  Fever 
cases  which  occurred  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  were  scattered,  but  by  the  middle  of  August  the  disease 
assumed  an  epidemic  form  at  Parkend,  where,  during  the  months  of  September  and  October,  there  were  as  many 
as  25  cases.  It  became  necessary  in  consequence  to  close  the  Parkend  Board  Schools  from  Sept.  12th  to  Oct.  22nd. 
Of  the  Enteric  Fever  cases,  2  were  servant  girls  who  had  got  infected  in  the  Coleford  Urban  District  who  had  gone 
to  their  homes  in  West  Dean  to  be  nursed;  the  other  2  were  in  houses  which  had  become  infected  in  that  way. 
Towards  the  end  of  September  Measles  appeared  amongst  the  school  children  at  Whitecroft,  Pillowell,  Yorkley,  and 
Oldcroft,  and  continued  in  a  highly  epidemic  form  throughout  October.  On  the  26th  of  the  latter  month  over  40 
families  were  affected,  and  the  Pillowell  Board  Schools  were  closed  from  September  28th  to  November  5th.  Owing 
to  an  outbreak  of  Mumps  at  Clearwell  in  May  the  attendance  at  the  National  Schools  in  that  village  was  reduced 
from  117  to  68  ;  the  schools  were  therefore  closed  from  the  14th  to  the  21st.  In  every  case  where  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  close  a  school  on  account  of  an  epidemic  the  class-rooms  and  premises  have  been  disinfected  before  the 
date  of  re-opening. 


The  Kural  District  of  West  Dean  is  in  many  respects  peculiar.  Large  portions  of  it  are  wood  and  waste, 
studded  with  solitary  cottages  and  gardens,  enclosed  patches,  &c.  The  main  roads  intersecting  it  are  for  the  most 
part  good,  hut  the  ideas  and  requirements  of  the  working  population,  the  right  of  Turn-out  in  the  Forest,  and  the 
generally  rough  and  hilly  nature  of  the  ground  do  not  lend  encouiagement  to  block  building,  consequently  there  are 
few  streets  and  comparatively  few  houses  in  rows.  In  view,  therefore,  of  the  dwellings  being  so  scattered,  a  com¬ 
bined  and  connected  system  of  sewerage  is  altogether  impracticable,  and  the  method  of  dealing  with  sewage  matter 
and  house  refuse  which  most  commends  itself  is  that  each  house  should  dispose  of  its  own.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
report  that  a  very  decided  step  has  been  taken  by  the  Council  towards  compelling  owners  to  put  their  properties  in 
better  sanitary  condition,  especially  where  it  has  been  made  clear  that  owing  to  structural  defects  it  is  impossible 
for  the  occupier  to  keep  the  premises  clean  and  healthy.  Properly  constructed  catch-pits  are  gradually  replacing 
the  open  holes  which  have  hitherto  done  make-shift  service  in  so  many  cases  ;  and  altogether  during  the  year  68 
privies  have  been  re-constructed,  in  addition  to  28  new  ones  erected.  Many  of  the  houses  have  been  provided  with 
proper  spouting,  and  thus  rendered  drier  and  more  healthy  to  live  in.  Four  houses  have  been  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  habitation.  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  new  buildings  have  been  adopted  by  the  Council  and  approved  by 
the  Local  Government  Board.  These  are  now  being  enforced. 

The  chief  sources  of  water  supply  are  (l)  small  surface  wells  or' springs,  and  (2)  open  draw  wells.  A 
number  of  the  more  recently  erected  houses  are,  however,  supplied  from  rain  water  tanks  or  reservoirs,  made  in 
pursuance  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1878.  Many  owners,  too,  are  adopting,  of  their  own  free  will,  this  method  of 
storing  water  for  houses  erected  before  the  Act  referred  to  came  into  force.  As  regards  the  wells  and  springs,  both 
public  and  private,  it  must  be  admitted  that  many  of  them  are  not  properly  protected,  and  that  there  is  great  risk 
of  the  water  becoming  contaminated.  This  was  the  case  at  8taunton  until  complaints  were  made.  The  Parish 
Council  then  very  wisely  approached  Mr.  Philip  Baylis,  Steward  of  the  Manor  of  Staunton,  and  laid  the  matter 
before  him.  He  went  into  it  most  carefully,  and  as  a  result  of  his  good  offices  the  Crown  Authorities  undertook  the 
whole  expense  of  putting  the  two  public  wells  in  the  village  into  proper  order,  and  protecting  them  from  contam¬ 
ination,  and  the  inhabitants  are  now  enjoying  the  benefit  of  an  abundant  supply  of  thoroughly  pure  water. 

Systematic  inspections,  at  least  once  a  month,  have  been  made  by  me,  in  company  with  the  Council’s 
Inspector  of  Nuisances.  13  cases  of  overcrowding  and  297  nuisances  have  been  abated,  leaving  74  nuisances,  which 
are  now  being  dealt  with. 

P.  BUCHANAN,  M.B., 


Coleford,  March  7th,  1901. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  I. 


West  Dean  Rural  District. 

FOR  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 


Population 

Births. 

Deaths  under  One 
Year  of  Age. 

Deaths  at  all  Ages. 
Total. 

Deaths  in 

Deaths  of 
Non- 

Deaths 

of 

Deaths  at  all  Ages. 
Nett. 

Year. 

estimated  to 
Middle  of 
each  Year. 

Number 

Rate.* 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1000  Births 
registered. 

Number. 

Rate.* 

Public 

Institu¬ 

tions. 

residents 

registered 

in 

District. 

residents 

registered 

beyond 

District. 

Number. 

Rate.* 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

ft 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1890 

1891 

11,697 

401 

24-3 

42 

104-7 

185 

15-9 

1892 

11,864 

423 

35-7 

42 

99-29 

211 

17-78 

1893 

11,802 

417 

35-4 

42 

100-7 

168 

14-23 

1894 

11,697 

437 

37-4 

53 

121-28 

205 

16-8 

1895 

12,365 

435 

36-04 

52 

119-84 

180 

14-5 

1896 

12,532 

436 

34-8 

54 

123-87 

205 

16-3 

1897 

12.711 

417 

32-8 

59 

117-5 

194 

15-2 

1898 

12,147 

421 

34-6 

38 

9026 

179 

14-73 

1899 

12,447 

401 

31-8 

37 

92-26 

192 

15-42 

Averages 
for  years 
1890 -’99 

12,140-2 

420-8 

37-3 

45-4 

107-52 

191 

15-65 

1900 

12,550 

418 

33-3 

50 

119-6 

196 

15-6 

*  Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Total  population  at  all  ages . 11,697  '  w 

Area  of  District  in  acres  \  i 

(exclusive  of  area  >21,609.  Number  of  inhabited  houses  . .  >  » 

covered  by  water.)  )  1  ^  ' 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house . . .  /  *3 


TABLE  III. 

WEST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1900. 


TABLE  IV. 


WEST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1900. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

Causes  of  Death. 

At  all 
Ages. 

Under  1 

1  and 
under 
5. 

5  and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 

65. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Small-pox 

Measles 

3 

1 

2 

Scarlet  fever 

2 

2 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and  membranous 
croup 

3 

2 

1 

Croup 

1 

1 

/  Typhus 

Fever  <  Enteric  . . 

1 

1 

\  Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza  , , 

4 

1 

3 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

3 

3 

Enteritis 

5 

3 

2 

Puerperal  fever 

Erysipelas  . . 

Other  septic  diseases 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

7 

1 

5 

1 

Other  tubercular  diseases  . . 

7 

1 

3 

1 

2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  . 

9 

1 

6 

2 

Bronchitis 

22 

6 

Q 

1 

4 

9 

Pneumonia 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Pleurisy 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory 
organs 

15 

5 

3 

1 

4 

2 

Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j 

2 

2 

Venereal  diseases 

1 

1 

Premature  birth 

li 

14 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 
parturition 

2 

1 

1 

Heart  diseases 

20 

1 

1 

1 

8 

9 

Accidents 

5 

1 

1 

3 

Suicides 

All  other  causes 

62 

13 

3 

2 

3 

22 

19 

All  causes  , . 

196 

50 

22 

6 

10 

62 

46 

Deaths 

in  Localities  (at  all  Ages.) 

[Deaths 

in 

Public 

Insti¬ 

tutions 

-"V».  I  .V-  ■  , 


TABLE  C.  1901. 

WEST  DEAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  ...  ...  P.  BUCHANAN. 

Sanitary  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  ...  W.  J.  BLANCH. 

WATER  SUPPLY— 

Quality. — Good,  where  secure  from  contamination. 

Any  extensions  or  change  during  1900  ? — Yes,  at  Village  of  Staunton. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part? — Yes,  in  many  parts  during  summer. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL— 

Extensions  or  Improvements  during  1900. — No. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part  ? — Yes. 

SCAVENGING — 

Are  the  Privy  Middens,  etc.,  cleansed  by  District  Council,  by  Contractors,  or  by  Owmers  and 
Tenants  ? — By  Tenants  and  occasionally  by  Owners. 

Is  Scavenging  undertaken  by  District  Council? — No. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS—  Parts  Adopted  and  Date. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. — Part  3,  December  ‘2nd,  1898. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. —  Whole  Act,  January  3rd,  1891. 

BYELAWS— 

What  Bye-laws  are  in  force  in  your  District  ? — Modified  L.G.B.  Model. 

REGULATED  BUILDINGS,  TRADES,  &c.— 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — Nil. 

Canal  Bouts. — Nil. 

Slaughter  Houses. — Nil. 

Bakehouses. 

Dairies. 

Cowsheds. — 25.  Inspected  most  of  them,  and  found,  generally  speaking,  clean  and  suitable  for  the 
Milkshops.  purpose. 

Offensive  Trades. — Nil. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL— 

No.  of  Beds. — Nil. 

Disinfecting  Apparatus.  Type  of  same. — Nil. 

DWELLINGS  — 

Number  of  Houses  built  during  1900. 

General  character. 

Any  Houses  unfit  for  habitation  ? 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  Houses  ? — 13. 

Any  overcrowding  of  Houses  on  area  ? 

Any  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890  ? 

MISCELLANEOUS— 

Is  House-to-House  inspection  systematically  made  ? — Yes. 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  reported  during  1900. — 371. 

Abated  during  1900. — 297. 

Total  No.  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings. — 9. 

Vaccination— General  efficiency.— Unsatisfactory,  but  improved;  over  400  successful  vaccinations 
during  the  year. 

What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following  matters  ? — 

Seizure  of  Unsound  Food — Prosecutions. — Nil. 

River  Pollution. — Nil. 

Smoke  Abatement. — Nil. 

Inspection  of  Factories  and  Workshops. — Nil. 

Schools — No.  in  District. — 12. 

No.  closed  on  account  of  outbreaks  of  disease. — 3. 

Burial  Grounds — No.  in  District. — 9. 

Any  need  for  extension  ? — ? 

SANITARY  REQUIREMENTS  OF  DISTRICT  AND  SUGGESTIONS  OF  MEDICAL 

OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  :— 

Attention  to  the  various  supplies  of  water,  viz.,  securing  same  against  possibility  of  pollution;  in¬ 
creasing  the  number  of  supplies  where  required. 

Removal  of  filthy  privies  and  pigs’  cots  built  against  dwelling  houses. 

A  Hospital  where  first  cases  of  infectious  disease  could  be  isolated. 

(Signed!,  P.  BUCHANAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  District  of  West  Dean. 
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